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DETAILED ACTION 



Response to Amendment 

1 . Applicant's amendment was received on 7/31/07 and has been entered and 
made of record. Currently, claims 1-4 and 1 1-20 are pending. 

Double Patenting 

2. Applicant's amendment to the claims has rendered the Double Patenting 
rejection moot and therefore the rejection has been withdrawn. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

3. Applicant's cancellation of claims 5-8 has overcome the rejection set forth in the 
previous Office Action. Therefore the rejection has been withdrawn. 

Response to Arguments 



4. Applicant's arguments filed 7/31/07 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 
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Applicant asserts that Kemp (US 2002/0078160) fails to disclose "a digital printer 
establishing a closed-loop communication link between the designer location and the 
print service provider location", "the digital printer sending current configuration 
information stored within memory of the digital printer to the designer location via the 
closed-loop communication link", or "creating a press ready file at the designer location 
using the current configuration information received from the digital printer via the 
closed-loop communication link". The examiner respectfully disagrees as Kemp does 
disclose such features. Particularly, Kemp states that a host computer (client/© home 
user), a print shop (service provider), and a portal are communicatively connected via a 
network, such as the Internet. Within the print shop a plurality of printers are connected 
to a server, the server communicating with both the plurality of printers, the portal, and 
the host computer (client). Thus, Kemp discloses a closed-loop communication link 
between the designer location and the print service provider location including a digital 
printer. Kemp also states that after receiving a job ticket from the client the service 
provider server consults a look-up table containing all of the various capabilities of the 
print shop. In the construction of the look-up table each printer must submit its 
capabilities to the server. The result of the consultation is sent back to the client for 
approval or in the case that a failure message is sent, the client can submit a new 
request (job ticket) with different printing parameters. Kemp further states that the client 
print driver renders the print job and sends it to the spooler. The job ticket is sent to the 
service provider without the actual print job, which stays in the spooler at the client, until 
a response is received from the service provider as to whether or not the print job can 
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be processed. Thus, Kemp discloses the digital printer sending current configuration 
information stored within memory of the digital printer to the designer location via the 
closed-loop communication link and creating a press ready file at the designer location 
using the current configuration information received from the digital printer via the 
closed-loop communication link. 

Therefore, the rejection as set forth in the previous Office Action is maintained. 
Newly added claims 1 1-20 will be addressed below. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

6. Claims 1, 2, 4, 10-12, and 14-17 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Kemp (US 2002/0078160). 

Regarding claim 1, Kemp discloses a method of managing workflow in a 
commercial printing environment including a designer location and a print service 
provider location, said method comprising: a digital printer establishing a closed-loop 
communication link between the designer location and the print service provider location 
(see Figs. 1 and 3 and paragraph 35 lines 1-6), the digital printer sending current 
configuration information stored within memory of the digital printer to the designer 
location via the closed-loop communication link (see Figs. 1 and 3 and paragraphs 43, 
55-58, 60-62, 69-71 , and 84-87), creating a press ready file at the designer location 
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using the current configuration information received from the digital printer via the 
closed-loop communication link (see Figs. 3 and 4 and paragraphs 36, 43, 48, 52-58, 
60-62, 69, and 84-87, reference shows that portal 3 contains capabilities associated 
with the printers located at the service provider and that print driver 282 communicates 
with the portal 3 and renders the print job into a format suitable for printing based on 
such communication), submitting the press ready file from the designer location to the 
print service provider location via the closed-loop communication link (see Figs. 4 and 
10 and paragraphs 52-58 and 84-87) and receiving at the print service provider location 
a printed output of the press ready file from the digital printer and packaging the printed 
output at the print service provider location using an automated packaging device (see 
paragraphs 40-41 and 64, reference states that the necessary equipment to finish a 
print job would be included at the service provider and a user can select the type of 
delivery of the printed and finished materials). 

Regarding claim 10, Kemp discloses an automated packaging device for use with 
a design-to-press workflow in a commercial printing environment including a designer 
location, a print service provider location and a closed-loop communication link between 
them, said automated packaging device comprising: a memory for storing current 
configuration information about the automated packaging device (see Figs. 1 and 3 and 
paragraphs 43, 55-58, 60-62, 69-71, and 84-87) and a communication module for 
connecting to the closed-loop communication link to communicate the current 
configuration information to the designer location and the print service provider location 
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for consideration in design and preflight stages of the workflow (see Figs. 1 and 3 and 
paragraphs 35, 36, 43, 48, 52-58, 60-62, 69-71, and 84-87). 

Regarding claim 1 1 , Kemp discloses a system for managing workflow in a 
commercial printing environment, said system comprising: a digital printer comprising 
memory that stores current configuration information about the digital printer and a 
communications module that is used to communicate with other devices over a network 
(see Figs. 1 and 3 and paragraphs 43, 55-58, 60-62, 69-71, and 84-87), wherein the 
digital printer is configured to: establish a closed-loop communication link with a 
designer location at which print jobs are created and with a print service provider 
location at which the print jobs are processed (see Figs. 1 and 3 and paragraph 35), 
send the current configuration information stored within digital printer memory to the 
designer location via the closed-loop communication link (see Figs. 1 and 3 and 
paragraphs 43, 55-58, 60-62, 69-71, and 84-87), and generate printed outputs 
associated with the print jobs (see paragraphs 40-41 and 64), and an automated 
packaging device comprising memory that stores current configuration information 
about the packaging device and a communications module that is used to communicate 
with other devices over a network (see Figs. 1 and 3 and paragraphs 40-41 , 43, 55-58, 
60-62, 64, 69-71, and 84-87), wherein the digital printer is configured to: communicate 
over the closed-loop communication link with the designer location and with the print 
service provider location, send the current configuration information stored within the 
packaging device memory to the designer location via the closed-loop communication 
link (see Figs. 1 and 3 and paragraphs 43, 55-58, 60-62, 69-71, and 84-87), and 
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package the printed outputs generated by the digital printer according to the instructions 
associated with the print job (see paragraphs 40-41 and 64). 

Regarding claims 2 and 12, Kemp further discloses wherein the automated 
packaging device is a Design-to-Ship enabled packaging device that also forms part of 
the closed-loop communication link (see Fig. 9 and paragraphs 41 and 64). 

Regarding claim 4, Kemp further discloses verifying at the print service provider 
location that the press ready file will be produced at the print service provider location 
as instructed by information contained in the press ready file and, if not, correcting the 
press ready file to ensure production substantially as designed (see paragraphs 84-87). 

Regarding claim 14, Kemp further discloses wherein the digital printer sending 
current configuration information comprises the digital printer sending a table containing 
the current configuration information to the designer location (see paragraph 84). 

Regarding claim 15, Kemp further discloses wherein creating a press ready file at 
the designer location comprises adjusting at the designer location a print job to match 
capabilities of the digital printer relative to the current configuration information for the 
printing device (see paragraphs 84-87). 

Regarding claim 16, Kemp further discloses the designer location updating a job 
ticket associated with the print job (see paragraph 84). 

Regarding claim 17, Kemp further discloses a preflight module of the print 
service provider location receiving the press ready file, reading the updated job ticket, 
requesting from the digital printer the current configuration information via the closed- 
loop communication link, and determining whether or not the digital printer is capable of 
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properly processing the print job by comparing information contained in the updated job 
ticket and the current configuration information of the digital printer (see paragraphs 84- 
87). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

7. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

Claims 3 and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 

Kemp. 

Kemp does not disclose expressly wherein the automated packaging device is 
assigned a unique identifier. 

However, it is well known in the art for printers, finishing/packaging devices to 
have unique identifiers, such as IP addresses, URLs, MAC addresses, etc. to allow the 
device to be identified and allow data to be easily transferred to and from the device. 

Therefore, at the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to assign a unique identifier to the automated packaging device 
of Kemp because it would allow the device to be easily and accurately identified and 
also allow data to be easily and accurately transferred to the device. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

8. Claims 18-20 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, 
but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of 
the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

9. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Mark R. Milia whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
7408. The examiner can normally be reached M-F 8:00am-4:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Twyler M. Lamb can be reached at (571 ) 272-7406. The fax number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-91 99 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1 000. 



Mark R. Milia 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2625 
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